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QUOTATIONS 

ANY QUOTATION WITHOUT A REFERENCE IS FROM THE LAST-CITED PAGE 
 

1  the problems which the unconscious sense of guilt have opened up, its connections with 

morality, education, crime & delinquency, are at present the preferred field of work for psycho-

analysts   (SE22: 110) 
 

2  The sufferer from compulsions & prohibitions behaves as if he were dominated by a sense of 

guilt, of which, however, he knows nothing, so that we must call it an unconscious sense of 

guilt, in spite of the apparent contradiction in terms. This sense of guilt has its source in certain 
early mental events, but it is constantly being revived by renewed temptations which arise 

whenever there is a contemporary provocation  (SE9: 123) 
 

3  Schuldbewußtsein [consciousness of guilt] Schuldgefühl [feeling of guilt] 

 

4  The sense of guilt of obsessional neurotics finds its counterpart in the protestations of pious 

people that they know that at heart they are miserable sinners. 
 

5  what is ‘conscience’? On the evidence of language it is related to that of which one is ‘most 

certainly conscious’. Indeed, in some languages the words for ‘conscience’ & ‘consciousness’ can 

scarcely be distinguished  (SE13: 68) 
 

6  was ist „Gewissen“? Nach dem Zeugnis der Sprache gehört es zu dem, was man am 

gewissesten weiß; in manchen Sprachen scheidet sich seine Bezeichnung kaum von der des 
Bewußtseins   (GW9: 85) 

 

7  ces femmes merveilleuses [those marvellous women]  (Lacan, cited Roudinesco 1994: 82) 

 

8  hysterical misery [is transformed] into common unhappiness  (SE2: 305) 

 

9  de toute façon, on est toujours un peu fautif’ [After all, everyone is always a bit at fault]  

    (Camus I: 1139) 

 

10  If anyone were inclined to put forward the paradoxical proposition that the normal person is not 

only much more immoral than they believe but also much more moral than they know, 

psychoanalysis, on whose findings the first half of the assertion rests, would raise no objection 
against the second half either. [Ft: This proposition is only apparently a paradox; it simply 

states that one’s nature extends much further, both in goodness and in badness, than one 

thinks – i.e. than one’s ego is aware of through conscious perception.]  (adapted from SE19: 52) 
 

11  Würde jemand den paradoxen Satz vertreten wollen, daß der / normale Mensch nicht nur viel 

unmoralischer ist, als er glaubt, sondern auch viel moralischer, als er weiß, so hätte die 
Psychoanalyse, auf deren Befunden die erste Hälfte der Behauptung ruht, auch gegen die 

zweite Hälfte nichts einwenden. [Ft: Dieser Satz ist nur scheinbar ein Paradoxon; er besagt 

einfach, daß die Natur der Menschen im Guten wie im Bösen weit über das hinausgeht, was er 
von sich glaubt, das heißt was seinem Ich durch Bewusstseinswahrnehmung bekannt ist.] 

 (GW13: 281-282) 
 

12  pure sense of guilt without any content  (SE1: 224) 

 

13  conscientiousness  (SE1: 223, italics Freud’s) 
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14  self-reproach, shame, hypochondria & anxiety [& later also] obsessional brooding & obsessional 

ceremonials (SE1: 224, italics Freud’s) 
 

15  There is tragic justice in the fact that the action of the head of the family in stooping to a 

servant-girl is atoned for by his daughter’s self-abasement (SE1: 249) 
 

16  replaced idea  (SE3: 75) 

 
 

17  not only the punishment for the forbidden genital relation, but also the regressive substitute for 

that relation  (SE17: 189, italics Freud’s) 

 

18  a sense of guilt which is mostly unconscious  (SE19: 161) 

 

19  An astronomer knows whether the moon is inhabited or not with about as much certainty as he 

knows who was his father but not with so much certainty as he knows who was his mother’ & 

adds: A great advance was made in civilization when men [die Menschen, GW7: 450n] decided 
to put their inferences upon a level with the testimony of their senses & to make the step from 

matriarchy [Mutterrecht] to patriarchy [Vaterrecht]  (SE10: 233n) 
 

20  to worship a God whom one cannot see […] For it meant that a sensory perception was given 

second place to what may be called an abstract idea – a triumph of intellectuality over 

sensuality or, strictly speaking, an instinctual renunciation, with all its necessary psychological 
consequences.  (SE23: 113) 

 

21  it came about that the matriarchal social order was succeeded by the patriarchal one […] this 

turning from the mother to the father points in addition to a victory of intellectuality over 

sensuality – that is, an advance in civilization, since maternity is proved by the evidence of the 

senses while paternity is a hypothesis, based on an inference and a premiss. Taking sides in this 
way with a thought-process in preference to a sense perception has proved to be a momentous 

step.  (SE23: 113–114) 
 

22  Just such a momentous step, it seems, gave rise to the new science of psychoanalysis, but it is 

a step that the science elsewhere quite happily retraced, though not in favour of any 

Mutterrecht. We cannot forget that this is a theory which founds the whole of its developmental 
psychology on a moment of seeing, that instant when the child, male or female, ‘discovers’ the 

female genital or rather the lack of male genital visible on the female body. All the perplexities 
and perversity of Freud’s female Oedipus complex are the result of his failure to make the 

intellectual advance from a ‘théorie de voyeur’ [Cixous: 151] based on a little boy’s reasoning & 

which continues doggedly to assume that a genital you can see with your eyes is in every way 
better than one you cannot.  (Segal: 235) 

 

23  obsessive self-reproaches   (SE13: 60) 

 

24  hostility against the dead disguised as self-defence  (SE13: 61) 

 

25  the sense of guilt in the case of taboos is not in the least diminished if the violation occurs 

unwittingly. […] An interesting parallel is found in Greek mythology: the guilt of Oedipus was 
not palliated by the fact that he incurred it without his knowledge & even against his intention  

    (SE13: 68n) 
 

26  attribute the neurotic sense of guilt to real misdeeds would show an equal misunderstanding. 

An obsessional neurotic may be weighed down by a sense of guilt that would be appropriate in 
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a mass murderer, while in fact, from his childhood onwards, he has behaved to his fellow-men 
as the most considerate & scrupulous member of society. Nevertheless, his sense of guilt has a 

justification: it is founded on the intense & frequent death-wishes against his fellows which are 
unconsciously at work in him. It has a justification if what we take into account are unconscious 

thoughts & not intentional deeds.  (SE13: 87) 

 

27  When there is a mésalliance […] between an affect & its ideational content (in this instance, 

between the intensity of the self-reproach & the occasion for it), a layman will say that the 

affect is too great for the occasion – that it is exaggerated – & that consequently the inference 
following from the self-reproach (the inference that the patient is a criminal) is false. On the 

contrary, the physician says: ‘No. The affect is justified. The sense of guilt is not in itself open to 

/ further criticism. But it belongs to some other content, which is unknown (unconscious), & 
which requires to be looked for’.  (SE10: 175–176) 

 

28  great event with which civilization began and which, since it occurred, has not allowed mankind 

a moment’s rest   (SE13: 145) 

 

29  We find no deeds, but only impulses and emotions, set upon evil ends but held back from their 

achievement   (SE13: 159) 
 

30  in the light of our everyday life it is often no guilt at all […] The crime which was thrown on to 

his shoulders, presumptuousness and rebelliousness against a great authority, was precisely the 
crime for which the members of the Chorus, the company of brothers, were responsible. Thus 

the tragic Hero became, though it might be against his will, the redeemer of the Chorus  

    (SE13: 156). 
 

31  acquired by the human race in connection with their father-complex?  (SE13: 157) 

 

32  more correctly, their parental complex (SE13: 157n) 

 

33  [Vaterkomplex] respektive Elternkomplex (GW9: 189 

 

34  ‘Oh Daddy, you are lovely!’   (SE10: 53) 

 

35  to pacify him by playing ball in front of him with the pillows of his cot  (SE17: 28) 

 

36  Further examples of the substitution of parents for father: SE11: 123; SE14: 96, 102; SE19: 

168; SE21: 125, 126; SE22: 62; SE23: 117–119 & 205.  

 

37  that the beginnings of religion, morals, society and art converge in the Oedipus complex. This is 

in complete agreement with the psycho / analytic finding that the same complex constitutes the 
nucleus of all neuroses, so far as our present knowledge goes. It seems to me a most surprising 

discovery that the problems of social psychology, too, should prove soluble on the basis of one 
single concrete point – man's relation to his father  (SE13: 156-157) 

 

38  daß im Ödipus-Komplex die Anfänge von Religion, Sittlichkeit, Gesellschaft und Kunst 

zusammentreffen, in voller Übereinstimmung mit der Feststellung der Psychoanalyse, daß dieser 
Komplex den Kern aller Neurosen bildet, so weit sie bis jetzt unserem Verständnis nachgegeben 

haben. Es erscheint mir als eine große Überraschung, daß auch dieser Probleme des 
Völkerseelenlebens eine Auflösung von einem einzigen konkreten Punkte her, wie es das 

Verhältnis zum Vater ist, gestatten sollten  (GW9: 188) 
 

39  not only what is lowest but also what is highest in the ego can be unconscious  (SE19: 27) 
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40  superego has obtained a hold upon consciousness  (SE19: 51) 

 

41  a great part of the sense of guilt must normally remain unconscious, because the origin of 

conscience is intimately connected with the Oedipus complex, which belongs to the 

unconscious.   (SE19: 52) 

 

42  It was a surprise to find that an increase in this Ucs. sense of guilt can turn people into 

criminals. But it is undoubtedly a fact. In many criminals, especially youthful ones, it is possible 

to detect a very powerful sense of guilt which existed before the crime, and is therefore not its 
result but its motive. It is as if it was a relief to be able to fasten this unconscious sense of guilt 

on to something real and immediate. 

 

43  poor creature   (SE19: 56) 

 

44  of Providence or Destiny  (SE19: 58) 

 

45  the sadism of the super-ego & the masochism of the ego supplement each other  (SE19: 170) 

 

46  the tension between the harsh super-ego & the ego that is subjected to it, is called by us the 

sense of guilt; it expresses itself as a need for punishment  (SE21: 123) 

 

47  if we ask how a person comes to have a sense of guilt, we arrive at an answer which cannot be 

disputed: a person feels guilty (devout people would say ‘sinful’) when he has done something 

which he knows to be ‘bad’. But then we notice how little this answer tells us. Perhaps, after 

some hesitation, we shall add that even when a person has not actually done the bad thing but 
has only recognized in himself an intention to do it, he may regard himself as guilty; and the 

question then arises of why the intention is regarded as equal to the deed.  (SE21: 124) 
 

48  fear of loss of love 

 

49  being found out  (SE21: 125) 

 

50  the place of the father or the two parents is taken by the larger human community  (SE21: 125) 

 

51  conscience or a sense of guilt 

 

52  saints call themselves sinners  (SE21: 126) 

 

53  Fate is regarded as a substitute for the parental agency 

 

54  The people of Israel had believed themselves to be the favourite child of God, and when the 

great Father caused misfortune after misfortune to rain down upon this people of his, they were 

never shaken in their belief in his relationship to them or questioned his power or 
righteousness. Instead, they produced the prophets, who held up their sinfulness before them; 

and out of their sense of guilt they created the over-strict commandments of their priestly 
religion.   (SE21: 127) 

 

55  At this point I should not be surprised if the reader were to exclaim angrily: ‘So it makes no 

difference whether one kills one's father or not – one gets a feeling of guilt in either case! We 
may take leave to raise a few doubts here. Either it is not true that the sense of guilt comes 

from suppressed aggressiveness, or else the whole story of the killing of the father is a fiction 
and the children of primaeval man did not kill their fathers any more often than children do 

nowadays. Besides, if it is not fiction but a plausible piece of history, it would be a case of 
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something happening which everyone expects to happen – namely, of a person feeling guilty 
because he really has done something which cannot be justified. And of this event, which is 

after all an everyday occurrence, psycho-analysis has not yet given any explanation.’  
    (SE21: 131) 

 

56  remorse [Reue]  (GW14: 491) 

 

57  sense of guilt after having committed a misdeed [weil man etwas verbrochen hat]  

 

58  Remorse of this sort can, therefore, never help us to discover the origin of conscience and of 

the sense of guilt in general. […] Psycho-analysis is thus justified in excluding from the present 

discussion the case of a sense of guilt due to remorse, however frequently such cases occur and 
however great their practical importance.  (SE21: 131-132) 

 

59  the killing of the primal father  (SE21: 132) 

 

60  Now, I think, we can at last grasp two things perfectly clearly: the part played by love in the 

origin of conscience and the fatal inevitability of the sense of guilt. Whether one has killed one's 

father or has abstained from doing so is not really the decisive thing. One is bound to feel guilty 
in either case, for the sense of guilt is an expression of the conflict due to ambivalence, of the 

eternal struggle between Eros and the instinct of destruction or death. This conflict is set going 
as soon as men [Menschen] are faced with the task of living together.  

 

61  in forms which are dependent on the past  (SE21: 132–133) 

 

62  Not all Jews believe in God but most like to think that God believes in them (Chaim Bermant) 

 

63  It may not have been easy for the people to reconcile a belief in being preferred by their 

omnipotent god with the sad experiences of their unfortunate destiny. But they did not allow 

themselves to be shaken in their convictions; they increased their own sense of guilt in order to 
stifle their doubts of God. (SE23: 64) 

 

64  seized upon this sense of guilt and traced it back correctly to its original source. He called this 

the ‘original sin’; it was a crime against God and could only be atoned for by death […] A son of 

God had allowed himself to be killed without guilt and had thus taken on himself the guilt of all 

men. It had to be a son, since it had been the murder of a father. It is probable that traditions 
from oriental and Greek mysteries had had an influence on the phantasy of redemption  

    (SE23: 86) 
 

65  For how could someone guiltless of the act of murder take on himself the guilt of the murderers 

by allowing himself to be killed?  (SE23: 87) 

 

66  historical reality 

 

67  there was no such contradiction. The ‘redeemer’ could be none other than the most guilty 

person, the ringleader of the company of brothers who had overpowered their father. We must 

in my judgement leave it undecided whether there was such a chief rebel and ringleader. […] If 
there was no such ringleader, then Christ was the heir to a wishful phantasy which remained 

unfulfilled; if there was one, then he was his successor and his reincarnation.  
 

68  The old God the Father fell back behind Christ; Christ, the Son, took his place, just as every son 

had hoped to do in primaeval times  (SE23: 88) 
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69  many of the divine figures of polytheism only lightly veiled, though in subordinate positions 

 

70  The poor Jewish people, who with their habitual stubbornness continued to disavow the father's 

murder, atoned heavily for it in the course of time. They were constantly met with the reproach 

‘You killed our God!’ And this reproach is true, if it is correctly translated. If it is brought into 

relation with the history of religions, it runs: ‘You will not admit that you murdered God (the 
primal picture of God, the primal father, and his later reincarnations).’ There should be an 

addition declaring: ‘We did the same thing, to be sure, but we have admitted it and since then 
we have been absolved.’  (SE23: 90) 

 

71  riddle [Rätsel]  (SE23: 137) [GW16: 246] 

 

72  nature of femininity   (SE22: 113) 

 

73  das Rätsel der Weiblichkeit   (GW15: 120) 

 

74  [leading] the accused into an objective self-betrayal  (SE9: 107) 

 

75  between the criminal & the hysteric. In both we are concerned with a secret, with something 

hidden. But […] in the case of the criminal it is a secret which he knows & hides from you, 

whereas in the case of the hysteric it is a secret which he himself does not know either, which is 
hidden even from himself   (SE9: 108) 

 

76  a number of detective devices  

 

77  eine Reihe von Detektivkünsten  (GW7: 9) 

 

78  on the look-out for remarks […] in which the hidden meaning glimmers through an innocent 

expression   (SE9: 110) 

 

79  harmlos   (GW7: 10) 

 

80  unschuldig   (GW7: 13) 

 

81  lurking sense of guilt [Schuldbewußtsein] which seizes upon the accusation made in the 

particular instance  (SE9: 113) 
 

82  Criminals from a sense of guilt  (SE14: 332ff) 

 

83  Der Verbrecher aus Schuldbewußtsein  (GW10: 389ff) 

 

84  Is it probable that this kind of causation plays any considerable part in human crime?  

    (SE14: 332) 

 

85  obscure sense of guilt before the deed  

 

86  the two great criminal intentions of killing the father and having sexual relations with the 

mother […] the crimes committed in order to fix the sense of guilt to something came as a relief 

to the sufferers   (SE14: 333) 
 

87  With children it is easy to observe that they are often ‘naughty’ on purpose to provoke 

punishment, and are quiet and contented after they have been punished 
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88  For other examples of sense of guilt expressing itself as a ‘need for punishment’, see SE17: 28 

& 163; SE19: 166; SE20: 160; & SE21: 123). 

 

89  pale’ [like Nietzsche’s] bleichen Verbrecher  (GW10: 391) 

 

90  an over-severe super-ego, because, under the impression of the love that they receive, they 

have no other outlet for their aggressiveness but turning it inwards  (SE21: 130n) 

 

91  Precisely because it is always present, the Oedipus complex is not suited to provide a decision 

on the question of guilt. The situation envisaged in a well-known anecdote might easily be 

brought about. There was a burglary. A man who had a jemmy in his possession was found 

guilty of the crime. After the verdict had been given and he had been asked if he had anything 
to say, he begged to be sentenced for adultery at the same time – since he was carrying the 

tool for that on him as well.   (SE21: 252) 
 

 

 
 

 

LIST of WORKS CITED 
 

Bermant, Chaim, 1977, The Jews 
Butor, Michel, 1956, L’Emploi du temps  
Camus, Albert, 1942, L’Etranger  
Clément, Catherine & Hélène Cixous, 1975, La jeune Née  
Dostoevsky, Fyodor, 1879, The Brothers Karamazov 
Fiedler, Leslie, 1960, Love & death ion the American novel 
Freud, Sigmund, 1999, Gesammelte Werke [henceforth GW], 10 vols 

Freud, Sigmund, 2001, Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological Works, tr. & ed. James Strachey 
et al. [henceforth SE], 23 vols** 

Frye, Northrop, 1957, Anatomy of Criticism 
Roudinesco, Élisabeth, 1994, Histoire de la psychanalyse en France 1 1885-1939 
Segal, Naomi, 1986, The Unintended Reader 
 
 
 

**The Standard Edition by volumes cited: 
 

SE1 Pre-psychoanalytic publications, 1886-1899 
SE9 ‘Gradiva’ & other works, 1906-85 

SE10 Little Hans & Rat Man, 1909 
SE11 Five Lectures, Leonardo, 1910 

SE13 Totem & taboo & other works, 1913-14 

SE14 History of Psychoanalysis, Metapsychology & other works, 1914-16 
SE15 Introductory Lectures I & II, 1915-16 

SE17 Wolf Man & other works, 1917-18 
SE19 The Ego & the Id & other works, 1923-25 

SE20 Autobiographical study, Inhibitions, Symptoms etc., Lay Analysis & other works, 1925-26 

SE21 Future of an Illusion, Civilization & its Ds & other works, 1927-31 
SE22 New Introductory Lectures & other works, 1932-36 

SE23 Moses & Monotheism, An Outline of Psychoanalysis & other works, 1937-1939 
 


